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Humic Acid: the Guiding Role of National Policy Documents on Soil Stability and
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Abstract: Humic acid is the core of soil life as well as the gold standard for testing soil fertility. Returning
substantial amounts of humic acid or humic acid fertilizer into soil is a crucial tool for building a new

“harmonious relationship between soil and fertilizer”, creating a new paradigm for “carbon-neutral”
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agriculture, and promoting sustainable agricultural development. Soil is the foundation of life, and
agriculture can develop sustainably only when the soil is stable. Permanent farmland serves as the life-
saving foundation for people’s livelihoods, characterized by its inalienable, inviolable, and perpetually
utilizable nature (laws and regulations). This paper focuses on the tripartite relationship among “humic
acid-soil stability-permanent farmland construction”, reviewing systematically 72 policies and regulations
issued by the party and the state over the past 38 years (1987-2025). These are categorized into five types,
i.e., No.1 Central Documents, Central Documents (Regulations), National Laws and Decrees, Documents
issued by the General Offices of the CPC Central Committee and the State Council, and Documents issued
by National Ministries and Commissions. The review focuses on the content related to soil stability,
cultivated land quality improvement, farmland environmental protection, permanent basic farmland-high-
standard farmland construction, fertilizer quality and efficiency enhancement, grain production capacity
improvement, green agriculture, dryland farming, facility agriculture, transformation of medium-and low-
yield fields, saline-alkali land remediation, and black soil protection, all of which are related closely to
the environmentally friendly humic acid industry, particularly the humic acid fertilizer sector. The paper
emphasizes the need to integrate tightly the three aspects, address directly the “72 national policies and
regulations”, and maximize their study, application, and development. This serves to guide the humic acid
industry to @O better recognize the importance of promoting vigorously black humic acid and inherently
humic acid-based fertilizers, 2 better recognize the importance of fully engaging in permanent farmland
construction, and 3 better recognize the historical mission of consciously shouldering the responsibility to
enhance cultivated land quality and ensure safe grain production.

Key words: humic acid; soil stability; permanent farmland; 72 national policies and regulations; mission
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